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Religious education is statutory for all pupils registered on the school roll. The statutory requirement for
religious education does not extend to nursery classes in maintained schools and is not, therefore, a legal
requirement for much of the foundation stage.

EYFS/Reception

At the Early Years stage, pupils should encounter religions and worldviews through special people, books,
times, places and objects and by visiting places of worship. They should listen to and talk about stories.
Pupils can be introduced to subject specific words and use all their senses to explore beliefs, practices and
forms of expression. They ask questions and reflect on their own feelings and experiences. They use their
imagination and curiosity to develop their appreciation of and wonder at the world in which they live.
Religious education is a legal requirement for all pupils on the school roll, including all those in the
reception year.

In line with the DfE’s 2013 EYFS Profile RE should, through planned, purposeful play and through a mix of
adult-led and child-initiated activity, provide these opportunities for pupils.

Key Stage 1

Throughout Key Stage 1, pupils explore Christianity and one other religion of the school’s choice. They
learn about different beliefs about God and the world around them.

They encounter and respond to a range of stories, artefacts and other religious materials. They learn to
recognise that beliefs are expressed in a variety of ways, and begin to use specialist vocabulary. They begin
to understand the importance and value of religion and belief (including non-religious beliefs about the
world, where appropriate), especially for other pupils and their families. Pupils ask relevant questions and
develop a sense of wonder about the world, using their imaginations. They talk about what is important to
them and others, valuing themselves, reflecting on their own feelings and experiences and developing a
sense of belonging.

The programme of study is intended to occupy at least 5% of curriculum time at Key Stage 1 (this
approximates to 36 hours per year). Schools must ensure they provide this time within the school day.

Key Stage 2

Throughout Key Stage 2, pupils learn about Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Sikhism, recognising
the impact of religion and belief locally, nationally and globally.

They make connections between differing aspects of religion and consider the different forms of religious
expression. They consider the beliefs, teachings, practices and ways of life central to religion. They learn
about sacred texts and other sources and consider their meanings. They begin to recognise diversity in
religion, learning about similarities and differences both within and between religions and beliefs and the
importance of dialogue between them. Pupils also recognise that not everybody has a religious perspective
on the world but can lead culturally rich and moral lives. They extend the range and use of specialist
vocabulary. They recognise the challenges involved in distinguishing between ideas of right and wrong, and
valuing what is good and true. They communicate their ideas, recognising other people’s viewpoints. They
consider their own beliefs and values and those of others in the light of their learning in religious
education.

The programme of study is intended to occupy at least 5% of curriculum time at Key Stage 2 (this
approximates to 45 hours per year). Schools must ensure they provide this time within the school day.

The Cornwall Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education provides the content that must be taught to each age
group.



http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/9227047/Agreed-syllabus-2014.pdf

Below is a grid showing how at Perran-ar-Worthal School we structure our RE teaching for each year group
from EYFS to Year 6. In KS1 the curriculum map rolls over a two year cycle due to mixed age classes.
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