
Parents Meeting KS2

English?
The National Curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:

- read easily, fluently and with good understanding

- develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information

- acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of 
linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language

- appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage

- write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and 
for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences

- use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain 
clearly their understanding and ideas

- are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations,

demonstrating to others and participating in debate.
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Handwriting
The 2014 National Curriculum states that pupils should ‘start using some of the 

diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join leers’ from Year 2, and encourages 
schools to teach children ‘to write with a joined style as soon as they can form leers 

securely with the correct orientation’.

It has been proven that Continuous Cursive handwriting aids children with learning 
new spellings due to increased muscle memory.

Why is it so important?

Continuous Cursive
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The Journey to Continuous Cursive: Handwriting Joins

Diagonal joins

(the most common leer 
join – formed from the 
baseline)

used to join:

a, b, c, d, e, h, i, k, l, m, 
n, p, q, s, t, u, x, z

to these leers:

b, e, f, h, i, j, k, l, m, n, p, 
r, t, u, v, w, x, y, z

and to these tricky leers 
(where the leer is 
formed in an 
anticlockwise movement):

a, c, d, g, o, q, s

Horizontal joins

(formed from the top of 
the leer)

used to join:

o, r, v, w

to these leers:

b, e, f, h, i, j, k, l, m, n, p, 
r, t, u, v, w, x, y, z

and to these tricky leers 
(where the leer is 
formed in an 
anticlockwise movement):

a, c, d, g, o, q, s

Descender joins

(formed from the loop of 
a descender)

used to join:

f, g, j, y

to these leers:

b, e, f, h, i, j, k, l, m, n, p, 
r, t, u, v, w, x, y, z

and to these tricky leers 
(where the leer is 
formed in an 
anticlockwise movement):

a, c, d, g, o, q, s
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The Journey to Continuous Cursive
It is recommended that handwriting joins are taught in this order to 
ensure progression and consolidate prior learning.

Continuous Cursive

1) Ready to write

Develops gross and fine motor 
skills

2) Forming leer families

Secures correct leer formation

3) Positioning and pre-cursive

Forming leers of correct size

Beginning to join

4) Joining leers

Understanding leer 
joins

Increase legibility, 
quality and consistency

5) Increasing fluency, speed 
and style

Practise with own 
personal style



Parents Meeting KS2

The Journey to Continuous Cursive: Left handed

Some left-handed children may find it more appropriate to leave a lower 
case ‘t’ unjoined as this leer is formed differently for them. Some other 
capital leers are also often formed differently for left-handed writers 
(E,F,H,I,J,T).

Left-handed children should be reminded of the best positioning of their 
paper to allow them to view their writing and also to help prevent 
‘smudging’. It also may be helpful for left-handed children to hold their 
writing implement slightly higher (about 2cm from the tip) so that what 
they are writing isn’t shielded from their view. It is recommended that 
right-handed children are not seated on the left-hand side of a left-
handed child to ensure that their elbows do not collide.
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The Journey to Continuous Cursive: The order



Parents Meeting KS2

The Journey to Continuous Cursive: End product!
Your turn!
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Spelling
Most people read words more accurately than they spell them.

Once pupils have learnt more than one way of spelling particular sounds, choosing the 
right leer or leers depends on their either having made a conscious effort to learn the 

words or having absorbed them less consciously through their reading.

Years 1 through to 6 each have statutory spelling lists that must be taught.

Why is it so important?
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Spelling: What are we doing in school?
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Spelling: What are we doing in school?
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Spelling: The journal
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Spelling: The journal
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Spelling: The journal
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Spelling: How to learn at home
There is no 'one way' for learning spellings. Here are some suggestions!
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Spelling: How to learn at home
Magic Wand!

(write the word in the air)

Spell on Tape!
(spell the word into a voice 
recorder and play it back)

Magnetic Leers!
(jumble on the fridge)

Picture it!

(draw a shape around the 
word)

Your turn!
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Writing - Coverage
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Writing - Targets and Expectations
Your turn!

Can you write down a conjunction? An adverb? A preposition?

These are Year 3 targets.

How about a noun phrase expanded by the addition of modifying 
adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases?

This is a Year 4 target.
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Year 3

Often forgoen!

The use of 
inverted commas 
(speech marks)
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Year 4
The ferocious dog 

barked noisily 
through the hole in 

the fence.

Early one morning,

"Run faster!" shouted 
the coach.

The coach shouted, 
"Run faster!"
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Year 5
Relative clauses add 

information to sentences by 
using a relative pronoun such 

as who, that or which.

That's the girl who lives near 
the school.

Kate liked the new chair, 
which was very comfortable.
Tom, who scored the winning 

goal, celebrated with his 
team.

My sister, who is called 
Emily, loves horses.

My sister - who is 
called Emily - loves 

horses.

My sister (who is called 
Emily) loves horses.
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Year 6
Passive: Brazil was 
beaten in the 
final.

Modal: England 
should win this 
game.

Although she was 
clumsy, Harriet 
caught the 
netball.

Subordinate 
clause

Main

My friend Milo, 
who loves football, 
practises every 
night.

Relative clause

Main clause
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Reading Expectations
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Help at home: Website
On the school website, there is an area specifically for English. It is named 
'English Information' and is found under the banner 'Teaching and Learning'.
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Thank you!
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